


Reading at St. Patricks 



Reading at St. Patricks 



 
 
 
 
In this short session we will cover: 

 

 Why we believe reading is important 

 

 Explain what reading currently takes 
place in school 

 

 Give suggestions on how you can help! 



The Power of Reading! 

 Creating a love of reading in children is 
potentially one of the most powerful 
ways of improving academic standards 
in school. 
 

 

 



 

 There can be few better ways to 
improve pupils chances in school, or 
beyond in the wider world than to 
enable them to become truly 
independent readers. 

 



Reading 

 Success in reading is fundamental to success 
in school 

 

 Reading is all about acquiring meaning, for 
enjoyment, information and understanding 

 

 Most aspects of the curriculum rely 

  upon reading as a skill 

 

 If children enjoy reading, they  

  are more likely to do well 

 
 

 
 



Reading in School   
The Teaching of Reading 

 Phonics 
 Shared reading 
 Guided reading 
 Independent reading  
 Focused reading activities (Comprehension) 

 Reading linked to topic 
 Partnered reading 
 Reading across the curriculum 
 Class novels and stories (Power of 

Reading) 
 

 
 



Guided Reading 

 Teacher will work with a group of children once a week – 
this may involve listening to children read, discussing a 
text, sharing ideas and views – developing children’s 
understanding of the book through inference and 
deduction  

 
 The rest of the class will be completing activities based on 

the book that they are reading or SPAG (Spelling, 
Grammar & Punctuation)  
 

 Years 5 & 6 are trialling a shared reading approach – 
where the class share a text, analysis the text and discuss 
questions & features etc  

 

 

 



What you can do! 
Reading at Home – Enjoy! 

 Make reading visible; have books available in your 
home 

 Share books every day 

 Model reading for boys: boys need to see that reading 
is a positive thing to do! 

 Talk about books 

 Sit and listen 

 Respect choices 

 Pause the TV and discuss what is happening – predict 
what will happen next  



What you can do if your child is stuck 

 Use phonics first. What sound does the word begin with? 
Can you say the sounds in the word? Blend them 
together. 

 If the child doesn’t know the word – tell them the word – 
and what it means. 

 Read to the end of the sentence. What would make 
sense? 

 What is the text about – what might fit here? 
 Does it sound right? 
 If there are images, look at the picture. Does it help? 



Talk about what they are reading 

 Do you like this book; why? 

 Who is your favourite character? 

 Tell me about a character in the book… 

 Which words tell you what the character is like? 

 How would you feel? 

 What do you think will happen next? 

 What would you do? 

 What have you learned about …in your book? 

 What can you tell me about…? 

 
 
 



Understanding 

(Comprehension) 

 Finding information on the page 

 Being able to find information that is not on the page 

Looking for clues (inference) 

 Thinking about situations and predicting what might 

happen 

 Putting yourself in a character’s shoes and 

understanding what is going on from their viewpoint 

 Provide a summary of what has just been read 



Hearing your child read 

 Choose a quiet time and give your child your full 
attention; 

 Give support if required using the strategies explained 
earlier; 

 Explain the meaning of new words; 

 Talk about the text using open questions. 

 Please sign the reading diary!   

 

 



Reading to your children 

 Introduce your children to different types of books;  

   classic fiction, chapter books, short stories, joke books,                             

   poetry, non-fiction 

 Read them the book that was your favourite when you 

were a child 

 Read slowly, with expression. Try to use different and 

funny voices for characters. They will love it! 

 Follow the words and read the story using the pictures 

 Talk about what is happening and what might happen 

next. Leave the story on a cliffhanger! 

 

 

 

 



KS 1 & KS2 Reading Test 

 In KS1 and KS2 reading test there is a big focus on 
vocabulary 

 

 Text and word level is a lot higher than previously – 
nationally children found the vocabulary and length of 
the text challenging. 

 

 We need to change this…… 



How to achieve this….  

 Read more 

 

 Read newspapers – child friendly! 

 

 Watch Newsround 

 

 Use alternative words  

 

 Discuss language 

 

  Use of dictionaries and thesaurus 

 

 



Reading Scheme…. 

  All children follow a reading program 

 

 All books are colour coded according from 
pink to dark red 

 

 Children are assessed and new 
levels/book bands given accordingly  



Reading Scheme…. 
 At home you may feel that children can read their 

book with ‘ease’.  Children will be able to decode 
(read) the words within the book, with some 
challenging vocabulary. 

 What is more important is whether they understand 
what is being read.  Use questions to develop/check 
this.   

 Be reassured that the class teacher, will assess and 
evaluate whether a child needs to move up to the 
next level. 

 The children will also be able to have a book of their 
choice – ‘Free Choice’. 



Reading Passports  

 Let’s promote reading 
together! 

 Author focus for each Year 
group 

 Challenge – a list of books 
to read throughout the 
year! 

 Questions that you can use 
to help develop your child’s 
reading comprehension 

















Question Time……. 



 
Thank you for 

listening. 
 
 

And don’t forget… 
   

...Have fun 
reading! 

 


